When a Beloved Maker Has Passed

Guidelines for family and friends to “rehome” the collection of a quilter, sewist or crafter.

Taking Stock of the Collection

1. Follow instructions. Did the maker leave specific instructions in their will or personal documents? If they did, respect their wishes. Follow the instructions for rehoming or disposing of their crafting materials.


2. Gather and assess. Bring together all the maker’s belongings into one room or area to assess the scope of their materials and projects.


3. Group like items. Separate items into categories such as tools, books, patterns, sewing machines, fabric, threads, and notions. Also separate finished quilts and other completed projects from unfinished projects. Keep any patterns, notes, and materials for the unfinished project(s) together.


4. Identify items of special value. Some tools, fabrics, and finished quilts and projects may have particular sentimental value to certain family members, or to friends of the deceased. These might be heirloom pieces or quilts with personal stories attached. Some rare or valuable fabrics, tools, finished quilts, and other completed projects may warrant special consideration. Before making decisions, consult experts or appraisers to determine their worth.


5. Involve the family. Engage family members to decide the disposition process collectively, respecting the maker’s wishes if she or he left instructions.

Rehoming the Collection

Once all of the collection has been inventoried, it’s time to match the items to the appropriate recipients. Here’s a sequence to follow:

Spoken-for gifts. If the deceased intended to give finished quilts or other items or supplies to someone in particular (or several recipients), respect those wishes by distributing these gifts accordingly.

Family memories. Invite family members to keep a few cherished quilts, patterns, or tools as mementos to honor the maker’s legacy.

Unfinished projects. Are there family members or friends who would like to complete the unfinished projects as a way to honor the maker’s memory and creativity?

Extending the maker’s creative legacy. Consider honoring the deceased by passing his or her quilting/sewing/craft items on to children, students, or community members in need. These items may plant the seed of creativity in them, inspiring another generation of makers.

· Scouts and other youth programs: Sewing and quilting items could help youth in your community learn new skills, and maybe earn a badge or other recognition as a result.

· Theater arts programs: Extend a high school or college theater group’s limited budget by providing tools and materials for creating costumes and set décor. 

· Women’s prisons: Many women’s prisons across the country have developed a quilting program. The programs rely on donated materials to use directly in the program and to sell in order to raise funds to support the program.

Local quilting community. Reach out to local quilting groups or guilds to inquire if they would be interested in receiving materials or unfinished projects for community projects or educational purposes. Churches or other groups that quilt for charity may be another repository to consider. Again, search online for suggestions.

Online marketplaces, estate sales, auctions. If the family decides to sell the maker’s belongings, then estate sales or quilting-themed auctions could be options to explore. The family could also consider selling the remaining items on sewing- and quilting-specific online platforms or marketplaces.

Environmentally responsible disposal: Many items can be donated to nonprofit thrift stores in exchange for a charitable tax deduction. Items that thrift stores might not be able to sell, such as a bag or box of miscellaneous crafting supplies, will likely be spoken for in no time if listed for free on an online site such as Freecycle or Facebook Marketplace. 

Creative reuse centers. Businesses or nonprofits in the creative reuse sector collect donations of usable materials, leftovers, or surplus creative supplies and resell them for reuse. Many such centers accept items that might seem to be of little use, but that creative makers happily turn into craft projects. Search online for a center near you and its donation guidelines.
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